
WWW.STREETDOGRESCUE.COM                FOUNDATION NO. 175647065               EMAIL:  STREETDOGRESCUE@GMAIL.COM 

CLICK TO 

DONATE 

 New arrivals  

 Volunteers visit the shelter  

 Dog of the month:  Jigger  

 Success stories  

 

 

 

 

September 2015 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm


Page 2 RSDR  

 

NEW ARRIVALS  

Montana, Megs, Elise, Ippy, Winny & Beadie  

Rescued 01 September 2015  

 

We were asked to help pups that were not in the best      

condition. They were in a small enclosure and crying to 

get out. The pups were very hungry and very thin. 

They are now thriving.  

 

 

 

 

Brindy  

Rescued 02 September 2015  

 

On the way to the shelter Tony spotted this older 

kitten by the bins where he had previously found 

Spartacus.  

She was very thin, dehydrated and full of fleas. She 

was all alone and crying. 

 

Vagabond, Kiara, Micha  & Sasha  

Rescued 11 September 2015  

 

Someone deliberately brought these pups to a remote 

shed in between villages and left them. They were full 

of fleas and had scratched themselves raw in parts. 

They are now doing really well and are happy pups.  
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NEW ARRIVALS  

 

Baci, Bruno, Chavez, Hector & Iggy  

Rescued 13-14 September 2015   

Tony spotted a black & tan pup all alone, he was very 

scared and froze with fear when Tony tried to catch 

him. The second pup was caught by friends of the lads 

and then we managed to catch the third, fourth and 

fifth pups. We think these pups were born in the    

forest and followed Mum down to the centre of town. 

They had got split up from each other as we found 

them in different areas.   

 

Sapphire, Smokey & Charley  

Rescued 17 September 2015  

These three kittens were brought to the shelter. They 

were found huddled together. They were very friendly 

but covered in fleas and very hungry. 

 

                       

Tiger  

Rescued 21 September 2015  

Tony had been feeding kittens round the back of 

one of the shops near the bins. One of them found 

Tony & Diane when they were just about to have 

lunch at a nearby cafe.  

It really isn't a safe place for a kitten to be  

scrounging food so they took him back to the 
house.  
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NEW ARRIVALS  

 

Bandit  

Rescued 25 September 2015   

Nicky (one of the lads at the shelter)  

rescued this kitten who was in need of 

help. She is now back at the shelter and 

doing very well.  

 

                       

Chica  

Rescued 28 September 2015   

A friend of the lads at the shelter brought 

this female cat to us. She has been thrown 

out on to the streets. The reason she has 

ended up on the streets is because she was 

full of knots and fleas. Someone had tried 

to hack at the knots with scissors. Because 

the knots were so tight to her skin any 

slight pull on them hurt her and she got 

very angry. Unfortunately, she also appears 

to be deaf. 
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NL NEWS  

 

In September, some of the NL and Belgium team members visited the shelter. Here are their 

stories:  

 

INEKE – RSDR the Netherlands (Co-ordinator 

Dutch team) 

 

It was the 11th September and I was finally on my way to 

Bulgaria. After six years of being busy with all the animals 

from RSDR, all the ups and downs and the work with 

family Rowles, I finally arrived in Plovdiv (airport closest 

to Rudozem)! Hanneke from the Dutch team and Diane 

were  there to welcome me.  

For years it has been a dream and I always thought, one 

day I will go there. Hanneke was the one who convinced 

me ‘Come on, just go and book a flight’. There was only 

one ticket left on that flight so I could not resist, it was 

meant to be.  

Arriving at the shelter for the first time was amazing, 
hearing all those dogs barking, it was just an emotional 

moment. You know their stories but to actually see and 

hear them…And Hercules, big and angry Hercules who 

has a special spot in my heart, he has become such a su-

per dog! 

Volunteers have to work hard and along with walking 

the dogs on a daily basis, we had a rescue call on the 

very first day! Puppies had been dumped and Diane 

asked who wanted to join to go pick them up and of 

course I couldn’t refuse. You would think a small, scared 

puppy would be hard to catch but not for volunteer   

Virginie from Belgium, she managed to catch them in no 

time! A day or so later we saw another puppy on the 

busy road. Hanneke jumped out of the car before it even 

came to a full stop. Hanneke went after the puppy as I 

got out to try and wave down cars, getting them to slow 

down. Luckily both rescue attempts were successful! 

These puppies were incredibly frightened and it took 

several days and many cuddles before they were playful 

puppies. This was such a beautiful thing to experience! 

Another task we had was giving some dogs a good trim 

and brush. Hanneke and I were assigned Courage. We 

removed an incredible amount of matted hair but she 

looked amazing after her little beauty treatment, if I may 

say so myself! 

I had an amazing time and in hindsight I realised I should have made this trip a lot sooner! I will 

be visiting again soon,  hopefully next year and hopefully a lot longer than a few days, 

this trip was much too short! 
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NL NEWS  

 

HANNEKE-RSDR the Netherlands (Team member) 

 

Back in the Netherlands I am always involved 

with what is happening with RSDR and at the 

shelter but actually being at the shelter 

amongst all the dogs and cats is very different. 

It is difficult hearing the familiar stories and 

also seeing where some of the atrocities are 

happening. Life is tough for the animals in 

Rudozem. However, it is not only tough for 

the animals there but also for the people and 

we only really become aware of this when we 

were there to see it with our own eyes. 

 

Tony and Diane take care of all the dogs and 
cats at the shelter but also take care of ‘the 

boys’ that work there every day. These boys see Tony and Diane and as their family and know 

that they can always rely on them. 

 

Another noticeable thing is the amount of paperwork and organising which takes place on a daily 

basis: Bulgarian authorities are not the easiest to deal with and neither is the local working men-

tality. On top of that Tony and Diane have intensive contact with their team members in the UK 

and the Netherlands, updating the website and Facebook. Without Tony, Diane and the boys, 

there is no RSDR and all the animals would be left to face the cruelty that street life brings. My 

respect for all these people has grown exponentially.  

 

It was incredibly difficult to leave again. I missed being home but saying goodbye was difficult. 

Even in two weeks you manage to gain the trust of so many dogs and leaving them feels like 

abandoning them. Horrible! Luckily, it is not really a goodbye but rather a ‘see you soon’.  

Because once I am back home it is back to making sure as many animals are adopted as possible. 

And the first group I already get to see on 11 October, I look forward to it already!! 
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NL NEWS  

 

OLAF – Volunteer RSDR NL 

 

“Back in Rudozem” 

 

It was fantastic to be back at the shelter to lend 

a helping hand to the dogs, cats, Tony, Diane and 

the boys. They have had a rough year with a  

major power failure which lasted weeks due to a 

harsh winter and not to mention the extreme 

heat in the Summer. 

 

This time around I experienced some poignant 

moments such as my first rescue saving four 

puppies. I also joined for the trips to the vets in 

Plovdiv for sterilisation and castration of the  
animals. The days were incredibly long! Most 

touching, however, is the bond you build with 

the dogs there. There are way too many dogs to 

really get to know them all so you try to help 

the ones that need it the most: the puppies, the 

scared, the blind, the difficult and the seniors. Blind dogs such as Zorro and Freeman really enjoy 

their walks and it is really beautiful to see. Big pups such as Harris and Lewis are still exploring 

the big wide world outside their shelter and need to get used to this. Toby became very brave 

during his walks. I even became friends with some of the more challenging dogs such as George, 

Maya and Pompom. 

By being busy with the dogs every day you really see the improvements and how grateful the 

dogs are, it is priceless. It is incredibly important for volunteers to visit the shelter to help the 

dogs’ steps in the right direction towards a happy life in the big wide world. 
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NL NEWS  

 

VIRGINIE – volunteer RSDR Belgium 

 

When asked to write something about her trip to the shelter in 

Rudozem, Virginie wrote about one dog which managed to snuggle 

their way into her heart: 

 

Marnie is always on my mind, I wish I could adopt her myself 

but I already have two large dogs. I do hope she finds her own 

family soon. So sweet, soft hearted and a little bit naughty 

sometimes! On one of the last days she managed to sneak in-

to the kitchen, she wanted to be with us. And when we were 

busy building the new puppy pens she was there too. 

What else can I say…she likes to cuddle and loves attention! 

She is very smart and her eyes speak volumes. I mean, look at 

the photos. There is one photo in particular, the one with her 
in Yavka’s arms. If you see that photo you will know exactly 

what I mean. 

 

 

JENNYFER – volunteer RSDR Belgium 

 

This trip was full of firsts. Bulgaria was my 

first long distance trip with Virginie and the 

photo shows my very first rescues! I had the 

chance to name them and named them after 

my children as a little memory of this trip. 

The second photo shows all the donations we 

managed to bring along to Bulgaria from    

Belgium. 

 

The dog that left the biggest impression on 

me was Moon! She reminded me of my own 

husky, intense but such a lovely dog. She 

would drop to the ground playfully during our 

walks together. When we had to leave I could 

not help but shed a tear but luckily Zarina 

was there to lick those tears away. 

 

Being there you don’t only build a bond with 

the dogs but with the whole team there: To-

ny and Diane and also the Dutch team mem-

bers who were there around the same time. 

A lot of firsts but it will definitely not be my 

last trip…I am going back for sure! 



Page 9 RSDR  

 
SUCCESS STORIES  

 

 

 

Harley (RSDR Sabu) 

 We would like to introduce a new section: success stories! People tell us how they got into 

contact with RSDR, how they chose their new companions and give us an update on how they 

are doing.  

 
And just like that, I was in love! 

 

In 2013 I was looking for a new companion and I started searching in the shelters of the      

Netherlands for a dog. I mainly found Pitbulls and Staffordshire Terries, not exactly my type of 

dog. I have always had German Shepherds and mixes, so my search continued. A friend of mine 

had recently adopted a dog from Spain so I decided to look beyond the Dutch border myself. 

Very quickly I found RSDR and I came across the photos of puppy rescue. One of these puppies 

was Harley (RSDR Sabu), I was in love! 

 

I took some time to think about but eventually decided to fill in the form for Harley. The      

procedure went quite quickly and before I knew it, I was told that I could adopt him! On Sunday 

26 May 2013 I could go pick him up at Jenny’s place (team NL) near Rotterdam. It was an 

exciting but also very fun day. 

 

Harley did well from day one! He was a bit scared of loud noises and he had to get used to  

traffic but it didn’t take long for him to settle and now we even take the bus and train together 

once in a while. He is only frightened of fireworks and being alone at home is a bit difficult 

sometimes but step by step it has improved and all it needs is love and patience. 

Harley is a wonderful, sweet dog! He is social towards dogs and cats and even loves kids.  

Sometimes he is even a little bit naughty…which just makes him a fantastic dog. I don’t regret  

the decision of adopting a dog from RSDR.  

Greetings from Else, paw from Harley! 

KIZZY 

Sorcha 
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Donations  

 

 

 

 

 This month, one of our younger fans came up with a fantastic idea to collect   

money for RSDR! The daughter of one of our adopting families made a donation 

box for her mother’s birthday party.  All visitors at the party where asked whether 

they would make a small donation for the organisation and they managed to     

collect a whopping €71.10 for the dogs and cats at the shelter. A big thank you to 

all who donated and of course to the daughter for thinking of this great initiative.  

KIZZY 

Sorcha 
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GIFTS FOR  THE DOGS & CATS  

A big thank you to everyone who sent us gifts in September.   

 
If you would like to send us a care package of much needed items to help our animals. 

Have a look at our “Wish List” for the items we need. Please email:  

streetdogrescue@gmail.com for address direct to Bulgaria or collection point in the UK.  

 
Some items needed, include: Advocate or Stronghold pippettes (for small and medium 

dogs); any tick / flea pippettes mainly for small and medium dogs; multi worming treat-

ments, especially palatable wormers; antibiotics; toys and treats; blankets and towels. 

 
RSDR also have a Wish List on Amazon.co.uk. If you have an Amazon account, login to 

Amazon UK, and press on the Wish List on our Donate page on our website. Any of the 

items purchased on the RSDR Wish List, by yourself, will be sent automatically to RSDR. 

Follow this link to go to our Amazon - RSDR Wish List:  

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm 

mailto:streetdogrescue@gmail.com
http://amazon.co.uk/
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm
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.   DOG OF THE MONTH  

JIGGER   

Jigger is a four-year-old, neutered male. This poor boy had a very bad start to life. We 

were asked to take a mother and pups from a factory. At the time we had no spare 

pens so we intended to just feed and check on them but the mother and pups were 

critical so we brought them back to the shelter. Jigger’s mother had a broken back leg 

that she was unable to use and had been shot at. All the pups were they thin and weak 

with anaemia due to parasites.  

 

Jigger is now a very happy and friendly boy, who just loves attention.   

 
If you think you could offer him the forever home he so deserves, please complete an 

adoption application on our website: www.streetdogrescue.com/adopt 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/adopt

